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TRADE COOPERATION OF
EUROPEAN UNION AND 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

is regulated by the Cotonou Agreement (valid from 2000 and
specifying the framework for EU relations with African, Caribbean
and Pacific countries) and the Joint Africa-EU Strategy adopted
in 2007 as the formal channel for EU relations with African
countries. Trade, development, security, migration and counter-
terrorism are the key areas of the EU-Africa cooperation. Trade
cooperation with Sub-Saharan Africa is regulated by a series of
economic partnership agreements (EPAs) that aim to create 
a shared trade and development partnership backed up by
development support (source: The European Council).
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TRADE FLOWS BETWEEN EU AND SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

EU EXPORTS GROWTH 2010-2018
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SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICA

is a region of 48 countries with more than one billion habitants
and GDP growth of 2,4% in 2018 (source: The World Bank). 
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PRODUCTS EXPORTED BY EU TO SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
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21% 19% 18% 16% 13%
share of export value of this product to Sub-Saharan

Africa in total EU exports of this product

TOP-5 BY EXPORT VALUE PRODUCTS WITH HIGHEST SHARES OF EXPORTS TO
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA IN TOTAL EU EXPORTS

PRODUCTS IMPORTED BY EU FROM SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
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Source: UN Comtrade data on trade in goods for 
EU-28 in 2018; Harmonized Classification used for
commodity data; re-export and re-import excluded.

Author: Aleksandra Balkiewicz-Żerek 
(Warsaw School of Economics)
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